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Dr. Joanna Benskin (she/hers) is a Master of Divinity 
student at Church Divinity School of the Pacific, where 
she is preparing for ordained ministry in the Episcopal 
Church. Joanna currently lives in Berkeley with her 
husband Brian and two cats. She holds a B.A. and an 
M.A. in English and a PhD in Comparative Literature 
(Purdue, 2017). She taught composition and world 
literature during her graduate studies, and she 
coordinated volunteers at a public library in Indiana 
before coming to California. Joanna enjoys hiking, 
Dungeons & Dragons, and baking bread.  

  

 

 

 

 

Portia Hopkins (she/hers) is an ordinand in the 
Episcopal Diocese of Northern California, anticipating 
ordination in June 2020. She currently lives in 
Berkeley, California, where she recently completed a 
Master of Divinity degree at Church Divinity School of 
the Pacific. She holds a B.A. and an M.A. in English 
Literature from San Jose State University and a Ph.D. 
in Transformative Learning and Change from the 
California Institute of Integral Studies. She spent many 
years as a career academic, and is now looking 
forward to transitioning to full-time vocational ministry 
in the Episcopal Church. Portia is mother to three adult 
children and one grandchild, shares her living quarters 
with her border collie Mel, and spends as much time 
as possible reading, writing, and hiking.  

 

 



   

 

Sam Lundquist (he/him) is a San Francisco-based 
writer, preacher, and worship designer and a 
Candidate for Ordination in the Presbyterian Church 
(USA). Sam received his M.Div from San Francisco 
Theological Seminary and holds a B.A. in Broadcast 
Journalism and a B.A. in Political Science from the 
University of Southern California. Most recently, Sam 
served as Pastoral Resident at both Old First 
Presbyterian Church and St. John’s Presbyterian 
Church in San Francisco. He also helped create and 
develop Beyoncé Mass, an innovative worship service 
based around the life and music of Beyoncé, which 
continues to travel to churches, universities, and 
cultural festivals around the world. Prior to pursuing a 
call to ministry, Sam worked as a creative director in 
theme parks and is a huge Disney nerd. 

  

 

  

Margot Wagner (she/they) is going into their third year 
of their Master of Divinity degree program at Union 
Theological Seminary in New York City, and holds a B. 
A. in American Studies from Kenyon College in Ohio. 
Their evolving faith engages a Christian framework 
and is influenced by other spiritual traditions, queer 
studies and by the LGBTQI+ communities they are a 
part of. Margot brings a deep interest in creative and 
“non-traditional” forms of spiritual care to SFNM, as 
well as their experience as the student intern at the 
Metropolitan Community Church of New York. Margot 
is a proud Sacramento native but longtime lover of San 
Francisco, where their favorite things to do are play in 
the waves at Baker Beach and relax with friends at 
Dolores Park. 

  

 

 

 

Educator: Rev. Trent J. Thornley, ACPE Associate Certified Educator   
 trent@sfnightministry.org  


